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LECTURE EXAMINES HAMILTON’S 
INFLUENCE ON THE AMERICAN WEST
MISSOULA -
Alexander Hamilton, one of the country’s more dynamic Founding Fathers, had a 
profound impact on early policies that shaped the American West.
Michael Allen, a history professor at the University of Washington Tacoma, will 
present a lecture titled “Alexander Hamilton and the West” at The University of Montana on 
Thursday, Jan. 31. The 7:30 p.m. event, which is free and open to the public, will be in the 
North Underground Lecture Hall.
The lecture is the Sixth Annual Hammond Lecture in Western/Environmental History. 
It is sponsored by the history department’s Hammond Endowment in conjunction with a 
traveling exhibit at the Missoula Public Library titled “Alexander Hamilton: The Man Who 
Made Modern America. ”
Hamilton’s career, Allen said, provides a lens through which we can view emerging 
political party debates on such western issues as land sales, territorial government, Indian 
policy and opposition to territorial slavery.
Allen served as a Marine in Vietnam and earned his master’s degree at UM. His books 
include “Western Rivermen, 1763-1861,” “A Patriot’s History of the United States,”
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“Congress and the West, 1783-1787,” “Frontiers of Western History” and “Rodeo Cowboys 
in the North American Imagination.”
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